
December 10, 19AO 

R- / / /3 . ' ",. • U. S.' DEPARTL'ENT OF LABOR 
WAGE M D HOb-R DIVISION 

Wasliington, D. C. 

.' '̂ NOTICE OF OPPORTUNITY TO l̂ ETITICN FOR REVIE'JJ 
OF DETERMINATION TliAT THE R'̂ W FUR RF,CEIVING ' 
INDUSTRY IS A SEASONAL INDUSIT.Y FUi7.SUANT TO '' . 

,• . SECTION 7(b)(3) OF THE FAII? PiJpy. P P P y p y S 
- .. ACT OF 1933 and PART 526, JiS y P l ' y P , C? 

. ^ REGULATIONS ISSUED THEPZ'JNDER 

VJHEREAS, applications having been made by the Rav/ Fur and Wool Association 
and sundry other parties under'Section 7(b)(3) of the Fair Labor Standards Act of 
1938 and Re,gulations, Part 526, as amended, issued thereun-ier, for partial exemp­
tion of the rav/ fur receiving industry from the maximiim hours provisions of 
Section 7(a) of said Act pursuant to Section 7(b)(3) applicable to industries 
found '.by the Administrator to be of a seasonal naturej and 

VJHSREAS, a public hearing on said applications v/as held on September 5 , 
19AO, before Harold Stein, the representative of the Administrator duly authorized 
to take testimony, hear argument and determine whether or not the r-aw fur receiv­
ing industry is an industry of a seasonal nature vdthin the meaning of Section 
7(b)(3) of the Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 and Part 526 of the Regulations 
issued thereijnder; and 

VJHEREAS, follovving such hearing ̂ the said Harold Stein duly made his find­
ings of fact and determined as follov/s: 

1. The' legal trapping season in the United States and Canada varies with 
different animals and from state to state or province to province, and 
may be longer or shorter "than the season in which the pelts are prime 
but, in any event, .the natural season, when the pelts are prime, does 

. •.'',•' not exceed six. months. Except for an insubstantia.l amount, probably 
>' -.. less than 5 pê : cen-t. of the total, all the nev/ catch of fur is taken 

•'"..-•• and shipped from the country to .the raw fur receiving houses between 
the first of December and the end of Marchj 

*2, 'The rav/ furs are received each year in the chief fur trading centers, 
of vjhich New York and St. Louis are the most important, during the 

- - - trapping season, i.e., from about November 25 to about March 15, by 
employers knovn in the trade as rav/ fur "receiving houses." In these 
houses the furs are immediately graded, and, v/hen necessary, scraped, 
dried or othenvise handled. The promp-t initial grading is necessary:'. 

' ' (1) to set a basis for payment to the trapper or collector, and (2) 
to determine v/hich sl-cins need scraping, drying or other handling for 

• ; preservation. Skins that have not been properly handled are perish­
able; slcins that have been properly iiandled are not perishable; 

3. The majority of the furs received are also sold by the receiving 
houses during the period December to April but some skins are sold 
•during the balance of the year. Aside from these sales, and aside '"'• -
from an insubstantial amount of trading in raw furs as dealers -with 
otiier dealers and receivers, the receiving houses cease operation 
on or about March 15 each year because the materials they handle, 
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i.e., the annu-d. i]cy :̂-yiPPc catch of fur, arc no longer available in 
the form in v.hich they .r.tuat be handled, i.e., as nev/ prime pelts in ' 
the prim.ary state, requiring inspection and, in ma.ny cases, scraping, 
drying and. other iiandlin'.̂ , until.'the follovdng November 25 or there­
abouts, bcjcause of climate and other natural factors; 

%, The business of -the raw fur recei-ving houses constitutes a specialized 
function not perform.ed by other fur dealers or processors, v/ith special-

'• ized employees and the raw fur receiving industry is a branch of an 
industry and of a seasonal nature vdtiiin the meaning of section 7(b)(3) 
of the Act and Part 526 of regulations issued thereunder; 

5, "Rav/ fur receiving houses," as used herein shall include any establish­
ment ̂ '/hich during any rav/ fur season, namely from November 25 in any 
year to March 15.- in the succeeding year, both dates inclusive, pur-

'•"".,. chases or receives on consignment, domestic rav/ furs in the primary 
', .... • state, as herein defined, on wliich furs all but an insubstantial amount 

• ' v of their labor is employed during such rav/ fur season, as evidenced by 
^"the fact that the total piirchase price or consigned price of the primary 

• .• _, y . , fur equals at least 75/J of the total purchase price of all rav/ furs 
^ .., ..-•: purchased by such establishment during such rav/ fur season; 

6, The term "raw .fur receiving industry" as used herein shall include the 
receipt, accounting or handling in rav/ fur receiving houses as herein 

'. ' . defined, of domestic raw furs in the primary state; 

£̂ 2_£X£The terms "domes-tic furs" or "domestic raw furs," as used herein, shall 
' •'' include United S-bates and Canadian furs; îSî -sei;! •.'jassI'.oH loP. 

8. The term "raw furs in the pr.imary state," as used herein, shall mean 
all domestic furs v/hich require prompt handling, in order to determine 
their grade and their need for further treatment, before they can be 

• purcha.sed, stored, .sold or reconsigned as "rav/ furs;" 

•̂f. The term "handling," as used herein, shall.include opening, counting, 
. .- '• spreading, examining, grading, sorting, mailing, valuing, scraping, 

• 'stretching, drying, packing, preserving or other related processes; 
and 

Î JHEREAS, said Findings and Determination were duly f i l ed v.dth the.Adminis­
t r a t o r on Noveaiber 27, 1940, and are nov/ on f i l e in Room 5144, Department of Labor 
Building, Washington, D. C , and available for examination by a l l in te res ted 
par t ies ." , . , . ' . . • , . . - A . . - , • ' 

NDVJ, THEREFORE, pursuant to the provisions of Section 526.7 of the afore­
said Regulations, notice i s hereby given that any person aggrieved by the said 
determination may, within f i f teen da^rs a f te r the date notice appears in the 
Federal Register , f i l e a pe t i t i on vd t̂h the Administrator requesting tiiat he 
review the action of sa.id representat ive upon the recordof ' hearing before 
the said representa t ive . 

Signed a t VJashington, D. C , t h i s 2nd.day of December, 1940. 

•' • ' ' (Tp^-Pyyy • 
i vPy i - . .•.- '.''••'••_ • . • • • Philip..B,(jFlsLiing, Administ^^-boa^, .^ ,̂_ 

VJage. and-Hour Division' ' ' • '--^ '•-''• 
Department of Labor 

Published in Federal Register , December 10, 1940. (6565) 




